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AMERICAN STUDIES      CARR/RUDZEWICZ 
   
      SYLLABUS 
 

I. Establishing Our Nation 
II. The Civil War and Reconstruction 

Poems of Walt Whitman 
Gettysburg Address 

III. Industrialism and the Golden Age 
“The Yellow Wallpaper” 
“Maggie, A Girl of the Streets” 

IV. Progressivism at Home and Involvement Abroad 
From The Jungle 

Johnny Got His Gun 
  A Farewell to Arms 

V. Boom and Bust 
Inherit the Wind 
The Great Gatsby 

  Our Town 
  Of Mice and Men   

VI. World War II and Post-war Prosperity 
VII. The Red Scare/Cold War 

The Crucible 
  Stories of John Cheever 

VIII. The Fight for Civil Rights 
A Raisin in the Sun 

  The Souls of Black Folk 
  Poets of the Harlem Renaissance 

IX.   The Turbulent 1960s and 1970s 
The Things They Carried 

IX. Stabilizing the Economy and 1990s Prosperity 
X. Current World Issues 
 

 

Homework Policy 

Definition & Purpose:  Homework includes any assignment to be accomplished outside of class 
time, whether voluntary or teacher assigned.  Teachers will use homework as an extension of 
classroom instruction to expand or enrich the regular class work or to ensure mastery of a particular 
skill or concept.  It may take the form of additional practice on exercises, reading of material on a 
specified subject, in-depth follow-up of classroom activities, or independent project work related to 
the subject.  Typically, the initial phase of homework will begin in the classroom and be completed 
out-of-class, either after school or at home.  STUDENTS IN THIS COURSE WILL BE 
ASSIGNED ABOUT 1 HOUR OF HOMEWORK 3-5 DAYS A WEEK. 



In order to ensure student success, it is important that the teacher, the parent, and the student are 
actively involved in the learning process.  Ultimately, the completion of assignments is the 
responsibility of the student.  

Responsibilities  

TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES—The teacher's responsibilities in implementing homework 
policies are to:  

1.  Be sure students understand and know how to complete assignments successfully. 
Opportunity will be provided during regular class time to monitor the students' 
understanding of the assignment.  

2. Provide specific written explanation of long-range assignments so that the requirements and 
expectations are clearly understood by the students and their parents. 

3. As a general guideline, an average of 3-5 weekly assignments will be given.   The amount of 
time it takes for students to complete homework will vary according to the assignment, as 
well as individual student needs and strengths. 

4. Homework will be considered as a part of the total learning process and will be monitored 
(specific feedback, check in, graded, etc.) in light of lesson objective to be accomplished. 

5. Inform parents about class and homework policies and procedures at the beginning of the 
course.   

6. Contact parents if a student fails to complete several homework assignments. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES—The student's responsibilities are to:  

1. Be sure to understand the assignment before leaving class. 
2. Bring home all necessary materials to complete the assignment. 
3. Thoroughly complete the assignment. 
4. Turn in assignment by the specific due date. 
5. Contact the teacher for missed work after an absence. 
6. Arrange with the teacher for extra help if having difficulty completing assignments (this will 

not be during class time). 

(Continued on the back→) 

PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES—The parent's responsibilities are to:  

1.  Assist students to develop good study habits by providing a specific time and place for 
study which is free of television, music, computer and other distractions.  

- Provide time and encouragement for their child to do quality schoolwork, including 
homework. 

- Guide or assist their child when unusual difficulties arise (but never do the 
homework for them). 

- Discuss homework assignments with their child.  This can broaden their child’s 
understanding of material. 

- Ask to see completed homework assignments. 



2. Observe closely how well your child does the homework and contact the teacher whenever 
the pupil has difficulty completing assignments. 

3. Assist students in developing time management/planning skills to allow students to enjoy a 
variety of extracurricular activities, as well as success in academics. 

4. If necessary, contact the teacher and counselor to arrange specialized help, such as tutoring, 
when progress falters. 
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